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Purpose
 Part I: Discuss the procedures 

(challenges and benefits) for learning 
online

 Part II: Identify Internet resources for 
helping English learners improve their 
listening comprehension skills. 

 Part III: Suggest ways of blending sound 
pedagogy with technology for effective 
learning.



  

Part I: Procedures for Using 
Online Listening Resources
A) Identify learning objectives and outcomes
B) Never underestimate the complexity of     

  the Internet
C) Install needed media applications
D) Test the Web Sites yourself for content     

  appropriateness and usability
E) Develop tasks that build critical-skills
F) Determine the longevity of the sites



  

     Identify Learning Objectives and 
Outcomes

What are your expectations on how 
online learning can benefit your 
students?
Andy Rooney once noted:
“Computers make it easier to do a lot of things, 
   but most of things they make easier to do
   don't need to be done.”

Just because you CAN 
do it doesn't mean it 
SHOULD be done.



  

"We're all familiar with the extravagant 
promises of technology: It will make our 
students smarter -- and it will do it faster and 
cheaper than ever before. 
Moreover, the promise suggests, this miracle 
will occur almost by osmosis. We need only 
place a computer in a room, stand back, and 
watch the magic take place. If only life were 
that simple and learning that easy!"  

Lynne Schrum,
Past president of the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE)

     Identify Learning Objectives and 
Outcomes



  

Thus . . . Merging Technology 
with Pedagogy is Key
Plenty of online multimedia resources, 

however . . .
■ Blending useful technology and sound 

pedagogy is the challenge.
■ Sites contain a limited number and 

variety of learning activities, particularly 
in building problem-solving and 
reasoning skills. 

■ Students need practice speaking about 
what they hear -- transferability.

Teachers need to be prepared to 
create supporting content.



  

Part II: General Technical 
Considerations
● Media prepared for high-speed 

connections at a school will stream like 
molasses through a straw on dial-up 
connections at home.

● Some media formats are proprietary and 
thus require specific players for each.

● Network permissions can restrict access 
to online media in school labs.

● Short segments of audio/video tend to be 
more “digestible” for students.



  

Part II: Website Selection 
Criteria
● Potential relevance to students and           
  teachers and within their linguistic reach
● Ease of use (design) – LESS IS MORE
● Mixture of both scripted and spontaneous 
  language content at various levels
● Format and encoding rate of audio/video  
  (fast for slow connections?)
● Accompanying transcript and/or              
  exercises for enhancing language skills
● Cost



  

Never Underestimate the 
Complexity of the Internet

■ Give students clear instructions on what 
they are expected to do and how they will 
be evaluated.



  

Media Applications
Windows Media Player

RealOne
Flash

QuickTime / MP3
Sanako Media Assistant



  

Why MP3?
■ MP3 is a form of compression - MPEG-

1 Audio Layer III, developed by the 
Moving Picture Experts’ Group 
(MPEG) 

■ Encoding process compresses audio 
by filtering out all noise not detectable 
to the human ear.

■ Media standard is not proprietary in 
nature (i.e., can be played on media 
players including RealPlayer and 
Windows Media Player.



  

Sanako Media Assistant™

 

• Handles all major media types
   including .rm, MP3, and .wma
• Displays captions or other text
• Bookmarks files for easy review
• Controls speed of media files
• Records/saves files in various
formats including MP3 and .wma

Designed specifically for 
language learning. Commercial

stand-alone or lab product.



  

Part I: Procedures for Using 
Online Listening Resources
A) Identify learning objectives and outcomes
B) Never underestimate the complexity of     

  the Internet
C) Install needed media applications
D) Test the Web Sites yourself for content     

  appropriateness and usability
➔   Prepare in advance, nothing by chance
F) Develop tasks that build critical-skills
G) Determine the longevity of the sites



  

Critical-Thinking Skills
 Progress from finding the gist of the 

conversation, to main ideas, to critical-
thinking skills where students construct 
meaning on their own.

Hypothesizing

Discussing 
Cause -Effect
RelationshipsComparing - 

Contrasting

Dispelling Illogical 
Reasoning

Clarifying

Inferring



  

Activities:

• What can we 
infer about the 
condition of the 
car and the 
dealer's sales 
policies?

www.esl-lab.com
Randall's ESL Cyber Listening Lab

• Windows Media / RealMedia 
• Everyday conversational topics

• Listening and speaking activities

Inferencing



  

You can trust me!

[ Play Video ]

file:///F:/drive512/work/presentations/carcaptions.dim


  

Part I: Procedures for Using 
Online Listening Resources
A) Identify learning objectives and outcomes
B) Never underestimate the complexity of     

  the Internet
C) Install needed media applications
D) Test the Web Sites yourself for content     

  appropriateness and usability
E) Develop tasks that build critical-skills
F) Determine the longevity of the sites



  

Other TESOL Presentations
• Digital Voice Recordings. Basics and 

Beyond. Electronic Village, Wednesday, 
2:00-3:00 p.m.

• Creating Listening Activities That Work, 
Friday, 9:30-10:15 a.m.

• The ABCs of Authoring Online Listening 
Activities (Poster Session), Friday, 12:30-
1:45 p.m.


